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Core Curriculum

At a Glance
EFFECTIVE FOR THE CLASS OF 2016

Founda onal Component
DWC—16 credit hours
Theology—6
Philosophy—6
Natural Science—3‐4
Social Science—3
Quan ta ve Reasoning—3‐4
Fine Arts—3
Notes
The DWC requirement re‐
mains 20‐hours for Liberal Arts
Honors students.
Students who have not com‐
pleted physics in high school
must take a Physics‐based Nat‐
ural Science course.
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The first three semesters consist of a
seminar‐style encounter with signifi‐
cant texts from western and other
world civiliza ons.
The fourth‐semester consists of a
team‐taught colloquium. Building on
the first three semesters, the ad‐
vanced colloquium focuses on a
specific, contemporary issue in the
context of the western tradi on.
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Two 3‐credit courses: one from Core‐
designated 200‐level courses and one
from Core‐designated 300‐level
courses.
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Two 3‐credit courses: one must be a
Core‐designated ethics course and the
other must be a Core‐designated
course in a field of philosophy other
than ethics.
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1. In the tradi on of St. Thomas Aquinas, our students
should understand the essen al compa bility of faith
and reason, and the integrated and cohesive nature of
reality and truth. Our students should pursue the
highest ideals of Dominican educa on: the contempla‐
on of truth, and the sharing of the fruits of contem‐
pla on with others.
2. In the Dominican tradi on, study is undertaken not
only for itself but for the benefit of others, and thus
students should demonstrate a commitment to civic
engagement and service to others informed by Catho‐
lic Social Teaching.
3. Our students should demonstrate an understanding of
how philosophical and theological ques ons inform
and guide the pursuit of the truth, therefore philoso‐
phy and theology should have an essen al place in the
Core.
4. Students should demonstrate a capacity for moral and
ethical reasoning, including an understanding of the
virtue‐based ethics tradi on, and how these ethical
tradi ons can be applied to specific disciplines or fields
of endeavor.

Op on 1: Focus in a discipline.

Focus in a discipline consists of two
courses in language (modern or
classical), science (physical or biolog‐
ical), social science (e.g., psychology,
sociology, economics), fine arts (e.g.,
art, music, theatre, crea ve wri ng),
or quan ta ve reasoning (e.g., math,
sta s cs). Both courses must be
from the same department, but
outside of one’s major requirements.
Op on 2: Focus in a theme. Focus in

a theme consists of two linked
courses that come from two diﬀer‐
ent departments or programs,
outside of one’s major requirements,
but address a similar topic/theme.
Students will choose these thema ‐
cally linked courses from an ap‐
proved list.

I

Core Focus
2 courses/6 credit hours
Notes
Greater student choice is in‐
troduced into the new Core
with the ability for students to
designate a core focus area—
within a founda onal discipline
or along an interdisciplinary
theme.
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One 3‐ or 4‐credit course, Core‐
designated as inclusive of a “hands‐
on” component. Students who have
not taken a high‐school physics course
will be required to take a physics‐
based natural science Core course.
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One 3‐credit course chosen from
Core‐designated courses, ordinarily in
a social science discipline.
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Proficiencies
Intensive Wri ng—2 courses
Oral Communica on—1
Diversity—1
Civic Engagement—1
Notes
It is expected that learning
proficiencies will be met by
courses taken for the major,
the Core founda onal compo‐
nent, the Core Focus, or care‐
fully chosen free elec ves.
Intensive Wri ng courses will
typically be capped at 18 stu‐
dents and Oral Communica on
courses will typically be capped
at 20.
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One 3‐ or 4‐credit course chosen from
Core‐designated courses that meet
one of the course op ons listed
below.
Op on 1: Focus on the basic ele‐

ments of sta s cs.
Op on 2: Focus on the basic theory

of diﬀeren al or integral calculus.
Op on 3: Introductory focus on the

language and nota ons of set theo‐
ry, proposi onal logic, and methods
of proof.
Op on 4: Introductory focus on the

mathema cs underlying some
commonly encountered objects
including, for example: present and
future value, elementary probability,
expected value, op miza on, ele‐
mentary graph theory, etc.
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One 3‐credit course chosen from
Core‐designated courses, ordinarily in
the fine arts.

5. In the Dominican pedagogical tradi on of the disputed
ques on, students and faculty should be trained in the
art of an cipa ng diﬃcult ques ons from alterna ve
perspec ves and the use of reasoned argumenta on
in search of a broader understanding of important
truths.
6. Since the pursuit of knowledge, understanding, and
wisdom does not take place in isola on but in the
context of community and the larger world, our stu‐
dents should:
a. demonstrate an integrated understanding of the
important events, ideas, and cultural tradi ons
that have shaped the world;
b. demonstrate awareness and understanding of
other cultures, socie es, and creeds;
c. demonstrate an understanding of the natural
world and the importance of the intersec ons of
scien fic and humanis c modes of reasoning for
understanding our place within it.
7. In the spirit of the Dominicans as the Order of Preach‐
ers, students should develop fundamental skills in
cri cal, logical, and quan ta ve reasoning and should
demonstrate the ability to speak and write in a clear,
coherent, and well‐informed manner.
8. Since the Judeo‐Chris an tradi on finds in crea on an
image of its Creator, and recognizing the importance
of crea vity and ar s c expression in the Dominican
tradi on, students should develop the aesthe c di‐
mensions of their minds and spirits.
9. Finally, students should demonstrate an understand‐
ing of the Core Curriculum as the heart and soul of a
Providence College educa on. The Core should help
illuminate the key ques ons of human existence re‐
la ng to life’s purpose and meaning.

F

To encourage depth of knowledge as
well as an interdisciplinary perspec‐
ve, students must take two courses
as part of a Core Focus.
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Two Core‐designated intensive wri ng
courses with at least one at Level II.
Level I and Level II courses each
require a variety of wri ng assign‐
ments, totaling at least 5000 words of
out‐of‐class formal wri ng. Level II
courses will further promote students’
insight, organiza on, and stylis c
techniques with respect to their
wri ng, beyond Level I.
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One Core‐designated oral communica‐
on course. Oral Communica on
Proficiency courses will require stu‐
dents to present at least one formal
oral presenta on, along with a variety
of other oral presenta ons, such as
student‐led class discussions. These
courses will instruct students in
delivering oral presenta ons that are
designed to be lively and interes ng,
and in the virtues of eﬀec ve commu‐
nica on.
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One Core‐designated diversity course.
Students will demonstrate proficiency
in diversity, understood as either
cross‐cultural or involving diversity
within the American context.
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One Core‐designated civic engage‐
ment course. Among other objec ves,
these courses will oﬀer students the
opportunity to examine, in depth, a
public problem or civic issue that
concerns them.

The Core Curriculum Web site is available at:
h p://www.providence.edu/core

